HSGC Celebrates Balalaya Prathistapana Mahotsavam

n Friday-Saturday, May 2-3, 1998

the Hindu community of Greater

Cincinnati celebrated the “Balalaya
Pratishtapana Mahotsavam” with pomp
and religious rigor. It was attended by
large number of devotees representing a
wide cross section of the community.
The installation of Lord Subramanya,
Valli and Devyani was conducted with the
chanting of vedic manthras and bhajans
suitable for the occasion. These deities
are a special gift from Satguru Sivayya
Subramania Swamy of Hawaii, the well
known publisher of Hinduism Today.

It was a well organized function
attended by over 200 devotees. Even the
heavy rain Friday evening,just after din-
ner, did not dampen the spirits of devo-
tees who returned on Saturday morning
to witness one of the most auspicious
functions ever held at the Cincinnati tem-
ple. This was the culmination of the
dreams and aspirations of a lot of our
people who worked tirelessly for more
than a year to make it happen. Now by
the God's grace, that task has been com-
pleted, and we can move on with regular
worship and maintenance of our religious
and cultural heritage for a long time to
come.

An important part of the function
was the Navagraha Homam on Friday
evening, and Kumbhabhishekam and
Alankaram of the deities on Saturday,
followed by a sumptuous lunch for all
attendees. The function was supervised
by seven punditjis who had their hands
full with the various tasks including
chanting and reciting vedic mantras, con-
ducting poojas, and other auspicious
tasks usually conducted in connection
with any deity installation ceremony.

During Kumbhabhisheka sancti-
fied water from the kumbhas is used for
bathing the Murthis followed by Pan-
chamrita Thirumanjanam in which the
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Murtis are bathed in milk, yogurt, honey,
ghee and sugar in that order. Needless to
say, it was a wonderful experience. The
priests also dressed the deities in Sarees,
and decorated them beautifully with flow-
ers, sandalwood paste, and other items
required for holy rituals followed back in
India. By the looks on their faces it ap-
peared that the deities were also enjoying
this momentous occasion .

For those interested in a bit of
history, like Lord Ganesha, Lord Subrama-
nian or Karttikeya as He is affectionately
called, is the son of Shiva and Parvathi.
He is also known by other names such as
“Murugan” or “Murukan” and is wor-
shipped in Tamil Nadu with particular
reverence and divinity. If Ganesha was
created by Parvathi, Karttikeya was the
creation of Lord Shiva, nurtured by Agni,
Ganga and Krittikas in turn. Karttikeya was
the commander in chief of the celestial
army and defeated three well known
Asuras, Taraka, Simhamukha, and Sura-
padman (all three were sons of Maya and
Sage Kashyapa) to free the Devas from
slavery.

After defeating Surapadman how-
ever, Lord Karttikeya made him assume
two forms- one of a peacock to serve as a
vehicle to the Lord and another of a cock to
adorn His flag post. Seated on his vahana
or vehicle, the peacock, Karttikeya is the

ble and enjoyable to every one. They
deserve special commendation for an
excellent job well done in record time, we
were able to enjoy every minute of this
function.

We also take this opportunity to
congratulate the Lord Subramanya Com-
mittee and the Executive Council of
HSGC for taking up this work and com-
pleting them in record time. May God
bless them all for an excellent job.
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symbol of youth, —
beauty and valor. The
story of Karttikeya is
found in the Mahab-
harata, Ramayana
and in the Puranas.

Congratulatio
ns to Mrs. Geeta
Shankar and her vol-
unteers for all the mul-
titudes of work needed
to be completed to
make the event possi-

Shiv Sharma
(513)459-9520

Service Call $15.00 Only

COIN TV SERVICE

(Established 1980)

New TV-VCR, Microwave, and Stereo
Sale, Repair, Exchange, Rent to Own

3109 Palomino Trail
Mason, Ohio 45040

DONATIONS ...
Sunil and Komal Talreja 101
Som and Nalini Tandon 102
Jateen and Manisha Thakkar 11
Apache Travel (adwt.) 80.
Ajit Kumar and Nayana Trivedi 4
Narayan and Lalitha Umanath 21
Jitendra and Aparna Uppal 31
Anand and Prarthana Vadapalli 52
Shri and Swerun Valvani 51
Pradeep and Renu Varma 42
Pramod and Kiran J. Varma 42
. | Premdatta and Swarn Varma 42 |
Ranganath Vemuri 67 |
R. and Kamala Venugopalan 50
Kedar and Shashi Bina Verma 32
Subodh Wadhwa 101
Sudhir and Jayasree Warrier 31

|

APACHE TRAVEL

Specializing in Cruise, Tour, Domestic and International

Airline Tickets

CANCUN SPECIAL
Starting in June: 3 Nights from $399 P/P DBL
Including Air Fare, Hotel, and Transfer
HOT HOT LAS VEGAS HOT HOT
3 Nights 4 days from as low as $639 per couple
Air/Hotel/Hotel Taxes

Call:

Taruna Damani, Tom Abrahamson, or Jack Corell
Ph: (513) 793-5522

Summer Quarter:
Fall Quarter:
Classes on Sundays. Opportunities for Performing.

Cultural Center of India

Studio: 8606 Market Place Ln
Phone: 513-230-5991

June 14" - Aug 30"
Sept 13" - Dec 20"

Dance Jewelry Sale - 10% Off on All Items
- Saleis on May 17", Jun 14" & July 19", 10-12 noon

‘ Summer 2- Day Dance Workshop
~~—Introduction to Classical Dances of India
June 13 & 20" from 10 - 4 p.m
Recital & Ice-Cream Social on June 20"
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